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“NO, NOT FOR AN HOUR”
Mark Bass

INTRODUCTION1

I appreciate very much the invitation to be a part of this lectureship.
This is my first opportunity to be a part of this great program. It is
humbling indeed to be included with this tremendous group of Gospel
preachers from around the country. In addition to being able to hear
numerous fine lessons, I enjoy the opportunity of meeting new brethren
and getting to visit with others I have known for many years. 

I can think of no greater or more needed theme than the one chosen
by the Southside brethren. Some may choose to deny it, others bury
their heads in the sand and refuse to see what is going on around us, but
the fact is, the Lord’s church is under attack, perhaps more today than
ever before. In recent years, these attacks have become far more
frequent and aggressive. The fact is, there are grievous wolves on every
hand, both within the church and without. If we as Gospel preachers
and elders do not wake up, we are going to lose a lot of sheep!

CONTEXT

Before getting to my assigned text (Gal. 2:5), I want to cover some
background information. It is imperative that we understand the context
that led up to the words of verse five. I want to begin by reading
Galatians 2:1-5:

Then fourteen years after I went up again to Jerusalem with
Barnabas, and took Titus with me also. And I went up by
revelation, and communicated unto them that gospel which I
preach among the Gentiles, but privately to them which were of
reputation, lest by any means I should run, or had run, in vain.
But neither Titus, who was with me, being a Greek, was
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compelled to be circumcised: And that because of false brethren
unawares brought in, who came in privily to spy out our liberty
which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into
bondage: To whom we gave place by subjection, no, not for an
hour; that the truth of the gospel might continue with you.

From the book of Acts it would seem that Paul made at least five
visits to Jerusalem (Acts 9:26; 11:30; 15:1; 18:22; 21:15). In the
opening words of Galatians 2, Paul speaks of a visit to Jerusalem with
Barnabas and Titus. He says: “Then fourteen years after I went up
again to Jerusalem.” Does he mean fourteen years after his visit of
chapter 1 and verse 18? Some say yes while others believe that this was
fourteen years after his conversion. I believe the first view to be the
correct one. Ultimately we cannot prove either supposition and, in the
final analysis, it does not really matter. The purpose of this visit was to
deal with the obligation of Gentile converts to keep the law of Moses,
especially in regard to the question of circumcision. Acts 15 gives a
more detailed account of this visit.

Paul’s companions on this visit were Barnabas and Titus. Acts 15
does not mention Titus, but it is likely that he was included in the
general term “certain other of them” (Acts 15:2). Barnabas is a well
known character in the New Testament (his name is mentioned some
29 times). Seemingly, he was an early convert to the Truth and is first
introduced in Acts 4 with the words: “And Joses, who by the apostles
was surnamed Barnabas, (which is, being interpreted, The son of
consolation,) a Levite, and of the country of Cyprus ...” (Acts 4:36). It
was Barnabas who vouched for Paul in Acts 9:27. After Paul’s baptism,
he was forced to flee to Jerusalem to keep from being killed by the
Grecians. If he thought that he would be warmly received by the
Jerusalem brethren, he was in for a shock. Acts 9:26-27 tell us:

... he assayed to join himself to the disciples: but they were all
afraid of him, and believed not that he was a disciple. But
Barnabas took him, and brought him to the apostles, and
declared unto them how he had seen the Lord in the way, and
that he had spoken to him, and how he had preached boldly at
Damascus in the name of Jesus.

I am sure that Paul never forgot that kindness shown him by Barnabas.
Barnabas was a co-worker and traveling companion with Paul on the
first missionary journey (Acts 13). In Acts 15, we find that Paul and
Barnabas had a strong disagreement as to whether to take John Mark
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on their next mission effort. This difference of opinion caused Paul and
Barnabas to separate and choose new partners for their respective
works. “Presumably the companionship of this journey antedated the
estrangement between Paul and Barnabas reported in Acts 15:39.”2

Paul’s other companion is the young man, Titus—mentioned
twelve times in the New Testament. Ironically, this young man is not
mentioned in the book of Acts, he is only mentioned in the epistles of
Paul. According to Galatians 2:3, he was a Greek, a son of Gentile
parents. That Titus was a trusted co-worker and faithful servant of
Christ is seen by the numerous tasks assigned to him by Paul (2 Cor.
2:13; 7:5-16; 8:1ff; Tit. 1:4-5; 3:12; 2 Tim. 4:10). Paul and Titus had
a very close working relationship. Paul refers to him as his “partner and
fellowhelper” (2 Cor. 8:23). But their relationship was much more;
Titus was like a son to the aged apostle. In Titus 1:4, Paul describes
him as “mine own son after the common faith.”

In Galatians 2:2, Paul speaks of communicating with the Jerusalem
brethren regarding his work among the Gentiles. He was not, as some
have suggested, seeking their approval or their endorsement. As an
apostle of Christ (Rom. 1:1), he knew beyond a doubt that the work he
was doing was a God-given one. As an inspired messenger, he knew
what God wanted him to preach and teach (1 Cor. 14:37), and he was
determined to do it without fear or favoritism (1 Cor. 9:16; Acts 20:33).
It would seem from Galatians 2:3 that strong pressure was being
exerted in Jerusalem (perhaps in other places as well) for Gentile
converts to be circumcised. In spite of this pressure, Paul refused to
have Titus circumcised.

Luke identifies these “trouble makers” as “certain of the sect of the
Pharisees which believed” (Acts 15:5). Regarding their demand, Paul
said: “To whom we gave place by subjection, no, not for an hour; that
the truth of the gospel might continue with you” (Gal. 2:5). Comment-
ing on the situation, Tom Wacaster succinctly summarized: “Paul’s
adamant refusal to give way to the Judaizing teachers was decisive and
forceful. Not one single inch of ground was surrendered. The truth and
liberty were at stake. There is no room for compromise when it comes
to truth.”3 Bob Winton pointed out: “If they had been given freedom to
conduct their program unhindered, the truth of the gospel would not
have continued. To allow false teachers room to operate is to permit
them to subjugate others to their unholy doctrines and practices.”4 Oh,
that some of our brethren today could learn this lesson!
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Notice that these brethren were “brought in” (Gal. 2:4). But who
brought them in? The text does not say. Obviously, “Satan instigated
this corrupt operation, but not without the involvement of unholy or
ignorant men. There may have been some in the church who wanted to
hold on to the Law, and encouraged the help of these false brethren.”5

Inevitably some will ask: “Why did Paul circumcise Timothy in
Acts 16:3 and yet refuse to have Titus circumcised?” The answer is
simple. No one was insisting that Timothy be circumcised. Paul did it
as a matter of expediency. Keep in mind that Timothy’s mother was a
Jew and his father was a Greek (Acts 16:1). The circumcision of
Timothy was a matter of expediency. It would perhaps make his work
among the Jews a bit easier. However, Paul did not have Timothy
circumcised in order for him to become a Christian or to be saved. He
did not circumcise Timothy because of pressure from the Jews. 

Titus, on the other hand, was a different story. Judiazers (“false
brethren,” Gal. 2:4) were insisting that he be circumcised and Paul
refused. “The refusal to circumcise Titus was due to the threat to
Christian liberty. Had the Judaizers succeeded in binding circumcision,
Christian liberty would have been lost, and the church would have been
brought into bondage.”6 Had these false brethren succeeded in getting
their way in regard to circumcising Gentile converts, they might have
pushed for other Old Testament requirements they thought necessary!
It is extremely difficult to stop once one starts down the slippery slopes
of compromise and even more difficult to come back. Paul’s firm
resistance forever settled the question of our amenability to the Law of
Moses. If the Old Law was/is still in force, then Paul was wrong to
resist circumcising Titus.

There is little doubt as to what happened on this occasion and how
Paul dealt with the situation. Obviously inspiration chose to record
these events for a reason—for our benefit. Frankly, there are some very
important lessons that need to be learned today. I want to devote the
remainder of our time to examining these events as they relate to us
today. So many of the problems that we are facing in the church today
are simply old problems in new robes. As the old philosopher said:
“The more things change, the more they remain the same.”

WHAT DID PAUL MEAN BY “FALSE BRETHREN”?

Just what did Paul mean when he referred to these brethren as
“false”? To put it simply, they were in error; they were wrong. More
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specifically, they were binding something that God no longer bound.
They remind us of some brethren today who want to bind in regard to
various issues—church benevolence, eating in the meeting house and
other areas of opinion. Years ago, I heard an old preacher say: “It’s just
as wrong to bind where God has not bound as it is to loose where God
has not loosed.” Beloved, we must never make laws for God!

Sadly, some of our “progressive” brethren would accuse Paul of
being “unloving” or “unkind” towards these Judaizing teachers. They
would chastise him for referring to these brethren in such a public way
and calling them “false brethren.” Others would say that he was being
judgmental or opinionated. How sad that many who would call
themselves “faithful” proclaimers of God’s Word would never refer to
someone as a “false teacher!” We are told that calling names will only
offend and drive them away. I remember being taken to task by an
older brother some twenty-five years ago for referring to Rubel Shelly
and other false teachers by name. His arguments did not change my
mind about the need for such.

Paul admonished the Romans: “Now I beseech you, brethren, mark
them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which
ye have learned; and avoid them” (Rom. 16:17). How can we mark
those who cause division unless we identify them by name? As stated
in our introduction, there are wolves on every hand. These wolves need
to be identified and marked so that naive sheep are not led astray and
devoured by them. It is not uncommon to hear preachers say something
like: “A certain brother in Nashville (or any other city) is teaching error
on marriage, divorce and remarriage.” That warning is absolutely
worthless! Equally disturbing is the fact that it calls into question the
faithfulness of every preacher in Nashville. If a brother is teaching error
on marriage, divorce and remarriage, or any other doctrinal issue, he
needs to be marked by name!

Let us never forget that Paul was writing by inspiration and thus,
his use of such terminology is not just an emotional outburst of temper
or a venting of his frustrations. He is writing by the direction of God
(2 Pet. 1:21).

I would mention that brother Foy Wallace, Jr., and others take the
position that these “false brethren” were not really brethren. In his notes
on Galatians 2, brother Wallace said: “[T]hey were Jews who were not
actually members of the church—only spies pretending membership.”7

While this may be true, it cannot be proven conclusively.
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THE APPROACH USED BY “FALSE BRETHREN”

In Galatians 2:4, Paul describes the method employed by these
false brethren, saying: “And that because of false brethren unawares
brought in, who came in privily to spy out our liberty which we have
in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage.” I like the way
the ESV renders this verse: “Yet because of false brothers secretly
brought in – who slipped in to spy out our freedom that we have in
Christ Jesus, so that they might bring us into slavery.” It would seem
that certain brethren had come in “on the sly” to ascertain whether Paul
and others were keeping the Law of Moses. Rather than speaking up
and stating their true intentions, they worked incognito.

Notice that these brethren had been “brought in.” Just who brought
them in is not stated. Obviously Satan was behind this whole contro-
versy. Perhaps there were some in the church who wanted to hold on
to the Law, and thus encouraged the help of these false brethren.

While not stated, it would seem quite likely that these “false
brethren” were trying to win recruits, perhaps among those still young
in the faith, those easily influenced. They were working behind the
scenes to gather a following.

This sounds like the method used by the “antis,” the Crossroads
cult and other false brethren who have caused strife and division in the
body of Christ. Instead of coming in and being honest about who and
what they are, they work slyly, and like Absalom of old, gradually steal
the hearts of the people.8 On more than one occasion, I have known of
non-cooperation brethren (or other branches of the anti-movement)
coming into a faithful congregation and subtly sowing their seeds of
division. Often times the bitter fruits came about before the elders
and/or preacher knew about it or could do anything about it. If these
brethren cannot take over a congregation entirely, they are content to
pull off as many members as they can and start their own work. As a
boy, I heard the ol’ timers refer to this as “sheep stealing.”

Let us never forget what Paul told the Corinthians about the
workings of Satan and his “ministers.” He said: “And no marvel; for
Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it is no
great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of
righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works” (2 Cor.
11:14-15). Satan’s ministers do not hesitate to present themselves as
“ministers of righteousness.” Not everyone who calls himself an “angel
of light” is teaching the truth! In reality, they are preaching the
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damnable doctrines of the devil. Just because a man appears to be pious
and quotes a lot of Scripture does not mean that he is preaching the
whole counsel of God. Sadly, this is true of Gospel preachers as well
as those in the sectarian world.

THE PURPOSE/INTENT OF FALSE BRETHREN

We are not left to speculate about the purpose of these “false
brethren.” Paul tells us in Galatians 2:4. First, they came in “to spy out
our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus.” Why did they do this?
“That they might bring us into bondage.” The phrase “to spy out” “...
comes from military terminology that describes spies sent into a land
to examine ... the enemy’s defenses and weaknesses.”9 

These men “viewed Paul and the Gentile brethren who did not
submit to the Mosaical Law as enemies.”10 Although not mentioned on
this occasion, these false brethren tried to bind other matters on the
early church, things like the “observance of feast days and the dietary
regulations, intermingling of Jews and Gentiles.”11 These brethren were
unwilling to accept these issues as matters of opinion or judgment and
were determined to make them a test of fellowship. Things have not
changed that much in two thousand years, have they? In dealing with
these same questions in Jerusalem (Acts 15), Peter declared that the law
was “a yoke upon the neck of the disciples, which neither our fathers
nor we were able to bear?” (Acts 15:10).

The New Testament makes it clear that the death of Christ made
circumcision and all other acts of the Mosaic law unnecessary.
“Through Christ, the Jews could receive forgiveness of sins; through
Christ, the Gentiles could have access to God without obedience to the
Mosaical Law. Therefore, Jesus made access to God possible without
compliance to the Law of Moses.”12 Paul said: “For Christ is the end of
the law for righteousness to every one that believeth” (Rom. 10:4).

Some today want to apply the word “liberty” to all ordinances or
all law in order to be freed from all law-keeping. However, as Burton
Coffman suggests: “It was not freedom from Christ’s commandments
that Paul taught, but freedom from the forms and ceremonies of
Judaism.”13 Paul makes it clear in Colossians 2:14 that the law with all
of its ceremonies and ordinances was taken out of the way and nailed
to the cross.

In Acts 15:10, Peter summarized the consequences that would
follow if these Judaizing teachers were allowed to succeed, stating:
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“Now therefore why tempt ye God, to put a yoke upon the neck of the
disciples, which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear?” As Bob
Winton observed: “If the scheme had been successful, the Lord’s
church would have been destroyed. There are many in the church today
who will destroy it if they are successful in their efforts to convert the
Lord’s church into a denominational body.”14

HOW TO DEAL WITH FALSE BRETHREN

In the New Testament we find several examples of Paul dealing
with false brethren/ teachers. In every case he dealt with them firmly
and yet lovingly. He was never ugly or abusive, nor did he try to
placate them. In 1 Corinthians 9:21ff, Paul makes it clear that he was
willing to make concessions in order to get along with others as long
as the Gospel message remained intact.

Ultimately, Paul was concerned for the spiritual welfare of every-
one whether it be an erring brother in an immoral relationship or a false
teacher. Dealing with the one who had his father’s wife, he admonished
the Corinthians: “To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction
of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus”
(1 Cor. 5:5). His goal was not personal victory, but the defense of the
Truth and the salvation of the sinner. All else was secondary.

We must be willing to lovingly point out sin and error without fear
or favor. Many are willing to point out sin and error, but it must be
done in a loving, caring way. That does not mean that we coddle the
sinner. We can preach the Truth firmly without being ugly and
abrasive. There is no room for sarcasm in dealing with error.

There are three steps that need to be followed in dealing with false
teachers:

1. First we need to confirm that error is being taught. We must
never assume that what someone told us is factual (this step
can save us a lot of embarrassment). I would mention that
sometimes their teaching is so open and public that this step is
not necessary.

2. Once we confirm that error is being taught, we need to try and
correct the false teacher. (Sometimes the one in error has never
been shown the fallacy of his teaching!).

3. If the false teacher refuses to repent and give up his error, he
needs to be publicly marked as a false teacher (Rom. 16:17).
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PAUL’S WORDS “NO, NOT FOR AN HOUR”

I find it interesting that Paul was not willing to compromise with
these “false brethren” even for a short time. Perhaps there were some
brethren there who suggested that he give in for the sake of “peace and
harmony.” Perhaps some even accused him of being hard-nosed in his
refusal to meet these brethren half-way. Granted there are times when
compromise is good and can be beneficial to the cause of Christ, but
this was not one of them. “Doctrinal issues were at stake; the relation-
ship of the church to the Mosaical Law was at stake ... Hence, this issue
could not be ignored or treated in a manner which might remotely
imply that the church must accept the law of Moses.”15

It would seem that with many preachers and elders, “compromise”
is the word of the day. If you doubt it, just look at how many brethren
are taking part in so-called “unity” meetings with apostate brethren. (I
think that “compromise meeting” would be a much better name for
those gatherings.)

Look at those among us who are crying for more “understanding
and unity.” Do not misunderstand, I am all for unity between our
Christian Church brethren, but not at the price of compromise. They are
the ones who turned aside after the instrument and other unscriptural
innovations. We have not changed. We stand where we always stood.
If unity is to be achieved, it will be when they repent and return to the
Scriptures for their authority. We cannot give in to these brethren “no,
not for an hour” (Gal. 2:5). Let us never forget that once we start
compromising there is no end to it. The door of compromise is all but
impossible to shut!

AN OBSERVATION

I find it interesting that Paul did not have to consult the other
apostles or elders before deciding not to give in to these “false breth-
ren.” He knew what was right and he did it. He did not hold his finger
to the wind and see what “most” brethren thought about this question.
He did not stop and ask: “How is this going to affect my standing in the
brotherhood?” He simply spoke the Truth and stood by his convictions
without fear of the consequences.

CONCLUSION

Did these false brethren repent and acknowledge their error, or did
they stubbornly persist in their divisive teaching? The text does not tell
us. We can hope that they were willing to accept the Truth and do the
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right thing. Sadly, pride has kept many a false teacher from acknowl-
edging his error and changing his ways.

What about today? Can we say, as Paul did in Galatians 2:5, that
we have not given in to false teachers “no not for an hour?” Sadly, the
virtue of conviction is one that is lost with many today. How many
preachers refuse to take a stand on controversial issues or to confront
certain members about sin, because it might affect their jobs? How
many elderships are unwilling to deal with certain situations because
of who might be upset if they do? We need men who will preach the
Truth “in season” and “out of season” (2 Tim. 4:1). Brother Marshal
Keeble reportedly would say that this meant “preach it when they want
it and preach it when they don’t!” Whether brother Keeble actually said
this or not, I cannot say—but the idea is right on target.

In this day of political correctness we must stand firm for the
doctrine of Christ, in spite of the fact that we are surrounded by a
multitude of spiritual pansies who call themselves Gospel preachers. As
proclaimers of the Gospel we must be willing to “earnestly contend for
the faith which was once delivered unto the saints” (Ju. 3), even if we
find ourselves standing alone. Like Paul, we must never compromise
with false teachers (in the church or out). As the late J. Noel Merideth
said: “Once you start on the road of compromising points of doctrine
you finally wind up standing for nothing.”16

For the past half century or so, the number of brethren willing to
stand up and oppose error (in the church and in the world) has been
dwindling. Most of those faithful old soldiers of a generation ago have
passed on to their eternal reward. Those men were willing to proclaim
and defend the Truth from the pulpit, in the printed page and on the
polemic platform. Many of them were not well educated in the eyes of
the world, but they knew the book, and they were not afraid to use it.
Today more than ever before, we need faithful soldiers of the Cross to
step up to the front lines, to put on “the helmet of salvation” and to
unsheath “the sword of the Spirit” and “fight the good fight of faith”
(Eph. 6:16; 1 Tim. 6:12). Let us determine, like Paul, not to give place
to false teachers for one hour.

ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the King James Version, unless
otherwise noted.
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